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What does more engaging student work look like? How do we take our students deeper? Why do we 

want our students to be seekers of knowledge? These are some of the fundamental questions being 

asked at our district and I am sure across the nation. In the formal education of teachers, little 

emphasis is given to the art of questioning. I have also seen little, if any, professional development 

covering the pedagogy of questioning in my two decades in education. So, when I ran across Ivan 

Hannel and his work with questioning, I was intrigued. Ivan's book is practical application and his 

workshops are fantastic. In fact, when I was a principal, my teachers asked for him a second year in a 

row to learn more. They saw the benefit in the classroom and wanted to perfect the strategies. Now 

that I am a superintendent in a new district, there was once again a need to answer those previous 

questions. We held the APOQ Skype workshop this week and the teachers found it well worth their 

time. They walked away with actionable steps to implement in the classroom immediately. Ivan is a 

great presenter that interjects humor and the time passes quickly. I would highly recommend Ivan 

Hannel's APOQ Skype workshop. 

 

 

 

Brandon Dennard 
Lead Learner/Superintendent 
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        We believe that every student should be challenged as an individual in a fun, positive, and encouraging environment  
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 September 1, 2015 

Gerardo Ivan Hannel, Esq. 
2942 North 24th Street, Suite 114-721 
Phoenix, AZ 85016 

Ivan, 

Our jr. high staff thoroughly enjoyed your presentation/workshop outlining your book A Pedagogy of 
Questioning during our week of in-service.  Several teachers stated they found your techniques relevant 
to their classroom and appreciated they had a “tool box” ready with innovative ideas for the first of 
school.  A few of our administrative staff visited during our training and were so impressed they decided 
to begin a book study for the ALT (administrative leadership team) group district wide. 

Thank you for helping us to begin our year positively and student-driven.  During the first week of 
school, I received several emails from teachers stating they used some of the questioning tactics 
described in your book with great success.  I love the enthusiasm these techniques have created and look 
forward to providing you with more positive feedback in the near future.  Please feel free to utilize my 
name as a contact for anyone requesting feedback for a seminar.  I will gladly share our district’s 
experience with the implementation of the questioning strategies and the teachers’ enthusiasm in seeing 
positive results. 

 

Sincerely, 

 Kathi L. Burney 
 Secondary Assistant Principal 
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10 Month Term 
William Blackburn 
Betsy Brack 
Amanda Clements  
Stacie Dennard 
Marc Easley (move to term) 
Angie Edwards  
Ron Hanks 
Tonya Harper  
Teressa Henderson 
Cassi Johnson (move to term) 
Karla Mayben 
Stacy Ratliff  
Casey Schubert (move to term) 
David Schubert (move to term) 
Amy Scolaro  
Katy Shaddix  
Lily Svrcek 
Steve Trussell 
Lacey White (move to term) 
Anthony Williams 
 
10 Month Probationary 
Kaci Lyles 
Francisco Medina 
Cass Shaddix 
Shelley Walker 
 
10.5 Month Term 
Erin Buchanan (move to term) 
 
!

11 Month Probationary 
Jennifer Carter 
 
11 Month Term 
Tracy Dicken (move to term) 
Brian Grissom 
Heather McGregor (move to term) 
Gena Montgomery 
Josh Stegall 
 
Retirement 
Ron Carson 
Don Prantl 
 
 
Open Positions for 2014-2015 
Spanish 
Physics 
CTE Family Consumer Science (Culinary) 
CTE Technology Applications 
504 Lab/On-line Lab (Aide) 
Attendance/ISS (Aide) 
!
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1069!CR!4660!!Mount!Pleasant,!TX!75455! ! ! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! (903)!572<3925!!!!!!(903)!572<3850!Fax!

!Brandon!Dennard,!Lead!Learner/Principal! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Kathi!Burney,!Secondary!Assistant!Principal! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Allison!Duke,!Counselor

! !

August!6,!2015!

!

To!Whom!It!May!Concern:!

!

I!am!writing!this!letter!as!a!recommendation!for!Gerardo!Ivan!Hannel.!We!could!not!work!out!Ivan!

coming!to!our!school!for!the!workshop!“A!Pedagogy!of!Questioning,”!so!we!Skyped!him!in.!I!was!nervous!that!it!

would!not!be!as!effective!or!the!message!would!be!lost,!but!it!was!fantastic!!Ivan!delivered!a!very!

comprehensive!and!enlightening!message.!Many!of!my!teachers!came!to!me!afterwards!and!stated!that!it!was!

some!of!the!best!professional!development!they!had!ever!had.!Our!teachers!walked!away!with!practical!

application!ideas!to!bring!into!the!classrooms!immediately.!If!you!are!looking!for!professional!development!that!

will!challenge!your!teachers!to!rethink!how!they!question!students,!this!workshop!is!the!one!!

!

!

!

Sincerely,!

!

Brandon!Dennard!







The Senator John D. Calandra Elementary School 
Public School 14  

3041 Bruckner Boulevard, Bronx, N.Y.  10461 
Ira Schulman, Principal 

Teresa Gerstner, Assistant Principal IA 
 
 
November 24, 2014 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
 
On November 4th for the Chancellor’s Professional Development Day, we had the pleasure of 
having Mr. Ivan Hannel present his workshop “A Pedagogy of Questioning.”  Mr. Hannel was 
engaging and very knowledgeable in many areas of school culture and engaging students in the 
classroom.  
 
Since his workshop the school has adopted his “Core Beliefs” as part of our Theory of Action for 
school improvement.  Mr. Hannel uses the term the “Culture of Disengagement” in schools 
referring to students not having to participate in learning.  As a school we believe that students 
do not have right not to learn when they come to school.  Many of Mr. Hannel points in the 
workshop refer to what we know as the Common Core Shifts but looks at them through the lens 
of a school belief structure.  
 
Mr. Hannel is very well versed in the area of questioning.  His questioning techniques and 
structures for keeping students on track will directly influence and increase a teacher’s rating on 
the Daniel Framework.  It is without reservation that I recommend the workshop “A Pedagogy of 
Questioning.”  If you have any questions or need further clarification please call the school at 
anytime.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ira Schulman 
 
Ira Schulman   
 
  
 
      
 
 



!  !
                                                                                                          March 3, 2014 !!
To Whom It May Concern:!!
It is with pleasure that I write this letter to recommend the training on Highly Effective 
Questioning conducted by Ivan Hannel.  Mr. Hannel presented the training to our lead 
teachers. We came to see that the highly effective questioning is an intensive and 
thorough process, which he explained in such a way that the teachers were eager to begin 
using these strategies in their classroom.  !
The workshop gave the teachers the opportunity to get involved, ask questions and be 
part of a demonstration lesson. It was a pleasant change from the workshops that are 
usually lectured based. !
With the Danielson Framework being implemented this year, it was important for us to 
help the teachers have a better understanding of the domains in which they would be 
evaluated on. One of the domains refers to using questioning and discussion techniques, 
this workshop definitely helped the teachers get a clearer understanding of how to 
incorporate this into their teaching.  !
Mr.Hannel even made himself available to the teachers after the workshop via email. !
Sincerely,  !
Ethel M.Mogienicki !
 Ethel M.Mogielnicki 
Common Core Coach



 

Michelle Sedberry – K-12 Science Specialist 
1111 W. Loop 289 Lubbock, Texas 79416 

E-mail: MSedberry@esc17.net   Tel: 806.281.5829   Fax: 806.799.7953 
www.esc17.net 

 
To whom it may concern, July 13, 2013 

I would like to recommend Ivan Hannel as a speaker on improving questioning in today’s 
classrooms.  His presentation style is engaging and applicable in all subject areas.  The strategic 
approach in his presentation gives teachers the knowledge they need to improve questioning 
and practice through role playing.  The professionally laid out training manual encourages 
participant involvement during the training as well as a guide for later reference.   The teachers 
and administrators who attended the two day workshop walked away with confidence they 
could apply the questioning principles presented and a deeper understanding to why 
questioning is such an importance piece of instruction.   

Here are comments written by participants on our evaluation sheets. 

1. “Great workshop, I would highly recommend it to others in any work field.” 
2. “This information really helped me understand the justification of questioning. Thank 

you so much!!” 
3. “Outstanding new ways to look at questioning and ways to question to benefit students. 

Can’t wait to share with teachers at my campus.” 
4. “I thoroughly enjoyed the second day where I was to apply the first day info.” 
5. “This workshop is very good and I will recommend this to everyone.” 
6. “Thanks for lots of good/valuable relative information. Thoroughly enjoyed it!” 
7. “Great workshop! One of the most useful that I have attended!” 
8. “Eye opening about how to breakdown content so even the reluctant passive kids can 

get involved.” 
9. “This is by far the best workshop I’ve ever attended. He gave really great, practical 

instruction on how to ask questions that will help students develop upper level 
thinking.”  

10. “Very helpful, I will be able to incorporate a lot of new ideas & principles into my 
classroom. I enjoyed it.” 

11. “I have developed a whole new approach to teaching w/the QRQ.”  
 

 

-Michelle Sedberry  









L700 Highway 98 West
Mary Esth er, Florida 32569

Angie Vaughan, Principa I

850-833-4381 Fax: 850-833-4391

ProfessionaI Development
November 3, 2011
Classroom Questioning,l0l

On November 3, our school had the distinct pleasure of skyping with lvan Hannel a well known author
ofthe book, Classroom Questioning, 101. This proved to be one of the best professional development
activities we have had. The teachers couldn't wait to read the book and use the techniques in therr
classroom s. Since we are in the beginnings stages of I h e use of these strategies, the teachers were very
interested in learning more.

Two of our teachers had attended a workshop in Okaloosa County this summer where Mr. Hannel was
the speaker. The teachers raved about what they learned. They decided to incorporate this training rn
our Early Release Schedule that we have once a month.
We had the powerpoint alongside the picture of Mr. Hannel as he spoke to the group. We then broke

off in small groups to use the strategies with a simple article frorn the various grade levels. We came
back with questions and discussion about what they had done. lt was very successful and technology
was working for us that day. I strongly recommend having this presented to your faculty. We are
planning on a follow-up later on in the year. We were so thankful to Mr. Hannel for presenting like he
did. lt was such a positive experience.
Sincerely,
Mary Ellen Crump, and Rosia Cahn

;llE //1. (7.-, - :{ i(i,. ',i ic:- al
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Department of Curriculum and Instruction 
Office of the Director of Mathematics Education 

3651 Hartford Street x Portsmouth, Virginia 23707-1205 
(757) 393-5279 x FAX (757) 393-8574 

  
 

 
 
 March 16, 2011 
 
 
 
Mr. Ivan Hannel, J.D.  
PO Box 1871 
Phoenix, AZ 85001 
 
Dear Mr. Hannel, 
 
 I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the Highly Effective Questioning 
Workshop you presented for the mathematics specialists, mathematics resource teachers, and 
mathematics department chairpersons on January 6, 2011.  After I read your book, I felt that 
this was a strategy we could implement in our mathematics classes.  We had attendance from 
our elementary schools, middle schools, and high schools.  The strategies could be used across 
all schools.   Some of the comments from the participants included: 
 

x “HEQ  allows  for  more  active  student  involvement” 

x “Great  workshop.    I  can’t  wait  to  get  the  book” 

x “I have been to several questioning workshops, but I thoroughly enjoyed learning how to 

improve  my  questioning  techniques” 

 We plan to implement the questioning strategies within our curriculum to help students 
gain deeper understanding.  It will also provide our teachers another tool for assessment.  One 
of our teachers has been using the strategies daily since the workshop.  He recently did a 
demonstration for his faculty with students.  These were not his students, but rather students 
that other teachers had selected.  He reported it went well.  
 
 Again, thank you for the presentation.  I know your strategies will be a useful tool for 
our teachers. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 

  
 
 Fiona C. Nichols 
 Director of Mathematics Education 
 
FCN:wys 
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TO: Interested Schools

RE: Ivan Hannel - Highly Effective Questioning

DT: February lI, 20lI

Sultan High School is very pleased to have had the opportunity to have Ivan Hannel
present to our staff. Ivan is articulate and insightful, and after establishing the history and
rationale for the techniques taught, he presents practical strategies for use in the classroom.
Highly Effective Questioning increases student engagement and leads to more effective
learning at higher cognitive levels.

Due to financial constraints we did an online seminar by using GoToMeeting web
conferencing. We had a camera and microphone so that the workshop was interactive.
Participants were able to respond to questions and ask questions. The seminar was very
effective, but my opinion is that it would have been even more effective had we been able
to host Ivan in person. Ivan's on-site demonstration of the questioning process would have
added greatly to the experience.

As it was, we were able to conduct four hours of online workshop, with forty participants,
for the reasonable price of $ 1500.00, two thirds of which was the cost of materials. The
materials provided participants with usable resources such as the book "Highly Effective
Questioning: Challenging the Culture of Disengagement in the K-I2 Classroom."

I highly recommend Ivan's seminars for schools interested in providing teachers with
practical strategies to increase student engagement.

tru-a-\-__-

Principal
Sultan High School
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Ivan,
 
Your message was outstanding today.  For me the timing was perfect.  It made me believe even more in 
my techniques and affirmed that what I'm doing is spot on.
 
Without a doubt, more teachers need to work on those techniques.  I for one can attest to the value 
behind a highly structured effective questioning technique.  
 
As I started out my 2nd year teaching Physics this fall, I asked myself how I would make it better.  As a 
result, I almost never lecture.  My students have come to me several times this year saying things like 
"Mr. Nemeth, I came to your class an hour early on accident because I love it so much".  Another student 
said "Mr. Nemeth, your class is different because we actually have to learn to do things and then we do 
them".   One of my favorite which came very early this year was "why don't other teachers do it like you 
do"?
 
Without a doubt it takes a great deal of planning, but the payoff is invaluable.  Each student has a light in 
their eyes and a belief that they can achieve.  Most of my class curves were skewed into the B range.  
 
Now I can't help but to get great reviews from my Principal, Division leader, and most important my 
students.  You certainly said it best when you let us know that it's not what we're doing, but rather what 
the students are doing.  A solid sequence of questions certainly does help students perform.  In 
short, HEQ instills confidence and opens the doorways in their minds.
 
Thanks so much for your time and efforts.  I for one will keep using HEQ techniques.  If you need 
anything from a teacher that uses them, I could certainly offer a quality endorsement.  Congratulations 
on a great and meaningful career.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
Mr. Matt Nemeth, CPA, Manufacturing Technician, R/E Broker, Instructor of Physics
Physics – CMHS 2009/2010
708 367 2848
NemethM@CM201U.ORG

https://owa.cm201u.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=598b3902dcd547c892a50c1c15f0ea64&URL=https%3A%2F%2Fowa.cm201u.org%2Fowa%2FUrlBlockedError.aspx


Educate, Equip, Excel 
Clear Creek Independent School District 

   
 
 
    
    
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
October 8, 2009 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
It is my professional pleasure to provide my support and endorsement for the Highly Effective Questioning Strategies, Two-Day 
Trainer of Trainers Workshop conducted by Ivan Hannel, J.D.  Ivan conducted this two day workshop on October 1-2, 2009, for the 
Clear Creek Independent School District.  As a part of this training, he facilitated a live session with two classes of high school 
science students in which the questioning strategies were modeled and demonstrated for workshop participants. 
 
These workshop sessions were extremely successful as Ivan’s masterful teaching and pacing techniques balance the theory and 
understandings with the necessary pedagogy for successful implementation.  He was both entertaining and engaging.  The materials 
and website support the training and provide the information necessary for training teachers. The information on the “Culture of 
Disengagement” was enlightening and challenges the typical understandings of student engagement and motivation issues. This single 
topic of the workshop was a true “take away” for all educators to consider. 
 
 
I am happy to endorse this professional development session and highly recommend this to other school districts. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Tina Farrell 
Assistant Superintendent 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Clear Creek Independent School District 
 
 

 

 
   
   Tina Farrell 
   Assistant Superintendent, 
   Curriculum & Instruction 

2425 East Main Street 
League City, Texas  77573-2799 

P.O.Box 799 
League City, Texas  77574-0799 

       (281)  284-0000 
       (281)  284-0070 

 

Committed to Excellence in Education 



         SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OKALOOSA COUNTY 

 
                                                      ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLEX                                                              CARVER  HILL 

                                                                     120 LOWERY PLACE S.E.                                                               461 W. SCHOOL AVE. 

                                                       FORT WALTON BEACH, FLORIDA 325-5595                                CRESTVIEW, FLORIDA 32536-4452 

                                                                  TELEPHONE  (850)  833-3100                                                       TELEPHONE (850)  689-7100 

                                                                         FAX # (850)  833-3436                                                                     FAX # (850)  689-7129 

  

 

 

 

Dr. Alexis Tibbetts 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

        

 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Chuck Kelley 

Cathy Thigpen 

Cindy Frakes 

Howard Hill 

Rodney L. Walker 

 
ATTORNEY TO THE BOARD 

C. JEFFREY McINNIS 

 

Ivan Hannel, J.D. 

1131 West Palm Lane 

Phoenix, AZ  85007 

 

 

Dear Ivan, 

 

I wanted to personally write and tell you how pleased we were to have you present your workshop 

on Highly Effective Questioning (HEQ) here in the Okaloosa County School District.  As explained prior to 

your visit with us, we are a high-achieving district and our Superintendent of Schools highly values professional 

development; to that end, her directive to me was to bring in only those speakers who would provide 

information which would both motivate and equip teachers to continue to improve student achievement in our 

schools. 

 

I can say unequivocally that your presentation exceeded our expectations.  Many of our teachers commented 

enthusiastically that your statements on “Challenging the Culture of Disengagement” and the importance of 

engaging every student in the questioning strategies will make a big difference in the ways in which they 

present materials to their classes.  Additionally, they commented that your “7 Principles and Practices” or “7 

Principles for High Expectations” were stand-out ideas for them.  

 

The fact that you spent a second day with us in which you actually visited our classrooms and continued to 

model and assist in the questioning techniques made your time with us even more valuable.  Our teachers 

learned even more from watching you demonstrate the strategies with actual student audiences.   

 

As the practice of using the HEQ techniques expands in our district, we will explore additional avenues through 

which we can continue to expand instructional opportunities such as these---that make change at the classroom 

level---because our belief is that it is in the classroom where these practical applications become personal and 

real change is made. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Dia ne  K el l ey  
 

Dr. Diane Kelley 

Director 

Curriculum, Assessment & Instruction 
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Iuly 27,2010

G. Hannel
PO Box 1871
Phoenix, AZ 85001

Dear Mr. Hannel:

Ivan Hannel was a tremendous success at our "Highly Effective Questioning" workshop here at
East Mississippi Center for Educational Development, Inc., Meridian, Mississippi on July 13,
2010. He engaged the participants and as a result they left excited and ready to use HEQ
techniques in their classrooms!

The evaluations from his presentation received great comments and an over-whelming cry from
the teachers to implement HEQ in their classrooms.

For Example:

"Mr. Hannel provided great training to enhance student preparation for the MCT2 and greatly
correlates with DOK levels."

"Mr. Hannel gave me new perspective on organizing and following through when working with
my students."

"This workshop training will be very beneficial to me."

"I will be implementing what I learned from this session in my classroom."

Presenter, Ivan Hannel" was well prepared and very informative. Great workshop, clearly
presented."

l:last Mississippi Center for Hducatiorral Deve loprnent. Inc.
lieliet'itrg irt llrc lxttt'r' ol ktu.r' lerlec.

Located on thc lVlcridian Carnpus ol'\lississippi Stalr [-rnir.elsitv 1000 Ilighuay l9 North N'lcliilian. \4S 39307-0799
(r01.41J4.0301 r.oice 601.4{t4.0372I'ar $\'v.enc(L/.ns:tut(.edu



I highly recommend Ivan as a presenter and the HEQ program for every classroom. This was the
second time I had seen the presentation and it just gets better each time! Thanks for sharing HEQ
techniques with our teachers!

Sincerely,

qtuW
Ruth Jacob
Professional Development Coordinator
East Mississippi Center for Educational Development, lnc.
1000 Hwy 19 N
Meridian, MS 39307

East Mississippi Center for Educational f)evelopment, Inc'
lleliet:ittg in {|rc pov'er ol'knoy'ledge.

l.,.catcd on the Meridian Carnpus of Mississippi State Llnivcrsity 1000 l lighwal' l9 North Mericlian- MS 39307-0799
OOi.+8+.0:Ot r',rrce 601.484.03?2far v'ww.etncet!.rnsslctte.edu





Rise Academy 
P.O. Box 2837 

Lubbock, TX 79408 
Phone:806-744-0438 

Fax: 832-201-7088 
Email: risebusiness@riseacademy.us 

  ←"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""→  
 Richard P. Baumgartner                                                                A Texas Public Charter School 
 Founder and Director 

 
 
August 26, 2010 
     

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION 
FOR HIGHLY EFFECTIVE QUESTIONING (HEQ) 

 
Dear Educators: 
 
This is a letter of recommendation for Ivan Hannel’s Highly Effective Questioning 
(HEQ) methodology. 
 
Mr. Hannel presented HEQ to our charter school staff during  2010 pre-service.  I have 
to admit that I was a bit skeptical regarding the HEQ process in the beginning, but, after 
participating in Ivan’s day-long seminar, I am convinced of its merit. 
 
I came to see that HEQ is an intensive and thorough questioning process that the teacher 
systematically uses to ensure student understanding of subject matter content.  It is a 
means to involve all students in the learning process, instead of allowing what Ivan calls 
student “disengagement” to prevail in the classroom. 
 
HEQ is a set of strategies that can be applied to various instructional settings.  It 
certainly meshes well with our charter school’s teacher-directed approach.   
 
Mr. Hannel’s methodology definitely caused me to re-evaluate my teaching approach in 
the classroom, and to become more aware of my questioning effectiveness. 
 
I recommend any school striving for student success to undergo professional 
development with Highly Effective Questioning methods.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Richard Baumgartner 
Richard Baumgartner 
Founder & Director 
Rise Academy -- a Five-time Exemplary Texas Charter School  
 



Cn.EIvN INDEPENDENT SCHooL Drslnrcl
5ll W.8rH ST.

CRANE, TEXAS 79731

To Whom lt May Concern:

I would like to recommend lvan Hannel and the Highly Effective Questioning w,orkshop to you.
HEQ is an effective questioning strategy that will stimulate student thinking and engage all
learners. The research and thought behind the technique is solid and the results are positive.
Many of the teachers in our district have embraced the HEQtechnique and have implemented
it in their instruction

The workshop that lvan provides on HEQ is fast paced, informative and fun. Although there is
much to learn, lvan puts participants at ease by emphasizing that it is acceptable to implement
the HEQ process slowly and incrementally. He will provide follow-up days to the initial training
which will help perpetuate the process.

I believe the mental "work-out" that students go through, the increase in student engagement,
and the thoughtful planning that teachers must do in advance of the HEQ lesson, benefits and
ensures increased student performance.

/)/#/"*^M
Aebecca Suttles
Assistant Superintendent for lnstruction
Crane ISD
Crane, Texas



Toylorville Senior High School
COMMUNITY UNIT DISTRICT 3

October 13,2009

Dr, lvan Hannel
PO Box 1871
Phoneix, AZ 85001

Dear lvan:

ljust wanted to take some time to express my sincere thanks and gratitude for the excellent
presentation you gave on Highly Effective Questio ning Techniques at our recent School lmprovement
Day Workshop. Both the lunior Hlgh School and High schoolteachers were very pleased with the
experience and usefulness ofthe content you provided. l'd also like for you to know that our Unit Office
Administrators, Board members, and the local news reporter who attended were all very impressed by
the techniques presented and commented to me afterwards that ifthe HEQ practices you presented
were implemented byteachers, it would definitely jmpact student learning in a positive way.
Furthermore, the teachers and I are glad we took your advice and purchased and read the HEQ manuals
priorto your presentation. Youwere right,the presentation ended up beingmuch more informative
and beneficial by doing the pre-reading. You packed a lot of information into a three-hour workhop
and having read the manual made every minute count.

I have received a lot of positive feedback about your presentation and the HEQtechniques. One of my
Boals for this workshop was to expose my staffto the HEQ techniques and "hope" that a few of my
teachers would consider putting those techniques to use in their classrooms, and maybe some would
consider attending further training at a more complete workshop. lam pleased to saythat your
workshop surpassed my expectations and manyteachers are implementing the HEQsteps into their
instructionalpractices. Severalofour teachers are even discussing putting a team together to attend
the more comprehensive workshop! lt is a pleasureto hea r staff discussing the qRQ a nd the RU
sequence, something that was rarely done at THS prior to your workshop! Although we are far from
becoming experts at this, as an administrator it is exciting to see staffactually discuss proven,
scientifically-based instructional techniques and put them into use. As an administrator, your
presentation helpedjustifyto me that my own discussions (formaland informal)with staff about quality
instructionaltechniques (especially concerning questioning students and student engagement) were
right on target and gave our evaluation process even more focus and meaning!

l'd like to share a comment stated to me by one of my staff shortly after your presentation: "You know
Mr. Campbell, this workshop was greatl ltreaffirmedthatmanyofthethingsl'vebeendoinginmy
classes are correct, yet it challenged me to reconsider some of my instructional practices, and it gave me



this technique works! Many commented on how some ofthe students who participated were more
engaged in your sample lesson than they had ever been ln their own classes and that Setting students to
"justify" their answers (RU technique) was definitely a missing component in their instructional process!

Once again, thank you for your time and excellent delivery of the HEQtechniques. lf lcan ever be of
assistance as a reference,just let me know, orfeelfree to have an administrator call me, as l'd be happy
to share our experiences with him or her.

Sincerelv.

K6,r#<
Thomas L. campbell
Principal
Taylorville High School
815 Springfield Road
Taylorville, lL 62568
2D -424-2264
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McCAMEy INDEPENDENT ScHooL Dr sTRr cr
P. O. Box 1069 " McCamev, Texas 7.9752

432.6 52.3666. Ext. 302 ()fti.E " 4?t2.652.1219 Fax

lvan Hannel
PO Box 1871
Phoenix, Az 85001

June 20, 2009

Dear lvan:

It was truly an honor to have you in our school district on
June 1 and 2, 2009. You did a greatjob with your program
Highly Effective Questioning (HEQ).

Our teachers witnessed live student demos on how to
interact and question all levels of students. Your techniques
will help our teachers "get the most" from our students in
years to come. We appreciate your willingness to work with
each individual teacher in a professional manner that will
make them a stronger instructor.

Our school district lacks different teaching strategies. HEQ
has "opened their minds" to teaching alltypes of learning
styles. Our teachers enjoyed your two day workshop and
will use HEQ strategies in the future.

Thank you for what you have done for our district. Iam
looking foMard to the next school year and watching our
students grow academically.

Sincerely,

NIccamey ISD
lvlcoamey, Texas
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Ivan Hannel, J.D. 

1131 West Palm Lane 

Phoenix, AZ  85007 

 

 

Dear Ivan, 

 

I wanted to personally write and tell you how pleased we were to have you present your workshop 

on Highly Effective Questioning (HEQ) here in the Okaloosa County School District.  As explained prior to 

your visit with us, we are a high-achieving district and our Superintendent of Schools highly values professional 

development; to that end, her directive to me was to bring in only those speakers who would provide 

information which would both motivate and equip teachers to continue to improve student achievement in our 

schools. 

 

I can say unequivocally that your presentation exceeded our expectations.  Many of our teachers commented 

enthusiastically that your statements on “Challenging the Culture of Disengagement” and the importance of 

engaging every student in the questioning strategies will make a big difference in the ways in which they 

present materials to their classes.  Additionally, they commented that your “7 Principles and Practices” or “7 

Principles for High Expectations” were stand-out ideas for them.  

 

The fact that you spent a second day with us in which you actually visited our classrooms and continued to 

model and assist in the questioning techniques made your time with us even more valuable.  Our teachers 

learned even more from watching you demonstrate the strategies with actual student audiences.   

 

As the practice of using the HEQ techniques expands in our district, we will explore additional avenues through 

which we can continue to expand instructional opportunities such as these---that make change at the classroom 

level---because our belief is that it is in the classroom where these practical applications become personal and 

real change is made. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Dia ne  K el l ey  
 

Dr. Diane Kelley 

Director 

Curriculum, Assessment & Instruction 

 























FLOYD MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS 
PO BOX 65 

1564 NM 267 
FLOYD, NM 88118 

PHONE: 505.478.2211  
FAX: 505.478.2811 

E-MAIL:  floydschools@yucca.net 

 
 

SCHOOL SUPPORT 
STAFF 

 
Superintendent 

Paul M. Benoit 
 

High School 
Principal 

Chris Duncan 
 

Elementary 
Principal 

Damon Terry 
 

Counselor/Test 
Coordinator 

Rossi Terry 
 

Special Education 
Coordinator 
Debbie Hunton 

 
Athletic Director 

Cody May 
 

Business Manager 
Margie Plummer 

 
Administrative 

Assistants 
Crystal Smith 

Melissa Pimpsner 

 
 

SCHOOL BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Leon Nall  Mark Dunlap  Lisa Schmidt  Jim Chandler  Jeff Essary 
           President           Vice President   Secretary      Member     Member 

 
 

 
 
October 31, 2006 
 
Dear Ivan, 
 
Thank you for your recent training in our school district.  One teacher said, “This 
was the best workshop I have ever attended.”  All of my teachers are writing 
HEQ questions weekly.  The lesson plan guide you provided is so easy for 
teachers to complete and use.  As you stated, the questions they are writing are 
improving week by week.   
 
The workshop was beneficial to all our teachers regardless of their questioning 
abilities prior to the training.  I have observed master teachers using the 
techniques to tweak what they were already doing and beginning teachers using 
more questioning in their lessons. 
 
I would recommend the training to anyone interested in a productive workshop, 
which will have an impact on student learning. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Chris Duncan 















JACK FRANScIoNI ELEMENTARY ScHooL
..AcADEMIc SUccEss Is NoN-NEGoTIABLE''

April24,2009

Ivan Hannel
P. O. Box 1871
Phoenix, AZ 85001

Dear Ivan:

I am writing this letter to notiff you of how very pleased I was with the
HEQ presentation you conducted at Jack Franscioni Elementary School.
My teachers were very positive about the training. Some of their com-
ments were:

"This was one of the best workshops in years! It's the missing link
for content development!"
'oGreat presentation and the presenter was well prepared!"
"Great strategies! Critical thinking is important in all areas of life."

The information you presented was conducive to immediate use by all
my teachers. I gave my teachers two weeks to practice this method of
questioning before I went into their classrooms to observe the strategy
being used. I was amazed at the effectiveness and quality, even with
only two weeks of practice, of questioning that I observed. This is a tech-
nique that I will recommend to my district-office and other principals.

Thank you for your professional, quality and energetic presentation. I
look forward to your half day review and demonstration next school year.
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